



June 3, 2009

Welcome to the June 2009 Issue 
of the Dateline Newsletter!
 

Ohio Senate Finance Committee Cuts ODOD Budget 

The Senate Finance and Financial Institutions Committee voted on Friday to cut $220 million from the budget of the Ohio Department of Development.   The full Senate will vote on the budget TODAY before the budget goes to the Conference Committee. These budget cuts would have a devastating effect on Ohio's Incentive Programs, the Strategic Business Investment Division and many of the Department's operations. 

OEDA members must let their State legislators know that we cannot afford to cut ODOD programs and staff during this economic crisis. We encourage you to write letters and contact your State Representatives and Senators as soon as possible. The OEDA Board is contacting the State leadership and we will continue to provide information as we receive it. We will also send out a draft letter later this week. For an overview of the ODOD budget cuts, click here.


2009 OEDA Annual Summit -October 14-15, 2009
Now is the time to put this year's Annual Summit – "Resources for Ohio's Future" – on your calendar. The Summit will be held October 14th and 15th at The Conference Center at NorthPointe, just north of Columbus. There are many compelling reasons why world-class companies should locate and stay in Ohio. These reasons are different for different industries and in different economies. The focus of this year's Summit will be to provide those of you who work with companies with a comprehensive understanding of the compelling facts and resources that you can use to assist your companies to invest and grow. 

 

We have made changes this year to make the Summit more affordable, including making this a two day event instead of a three day event. We are certain that you will find this year's Summit full of valuable information you can use to make your next project a success - and there will be the opportunity to network with your peers from around the State.  Registra tion for the 2009 Annual Summit will open in July! 

Book your hotel room today for the OEDA Annual Summit! The Annual Summit sessions will be held October 14-15, and there will be a special event the morning of October 16 for OEDA Leadership Council Members! 

 

Hotel Room Information/Rates: The Conference Center at NorthPointe, 9243 Columbus Pike, Lewis Center, OH 43035, Phone - 614-880-4300, or visit http://www.conferencecenteratNorthPointe.com/
 

Call The Conference Center at NorthPointe by September 28, 2009 to reserve your hotel room at a special rate of $179 per night. This rate includes dinner the night of arrival and a hot breakfast the following morning in The Conference Center in NorthPointe's dining room. Be sure to mention OEDA in order to receive this special rate. A limited number of packages are available on October 13th, 14th, and 15th, so reserve your hotel rooms today!

 

Annual Summit Sponsorship Opportunities are now available! 
CLICK HERE to view full details about the 2009 Annual Summit sponsorship packages. 

 


Foundations of Economic Development Course
The OEDA is pleased to present "Foundations of Economic Development" - An introduction for anyone new to Economic Development and Elected and Volunteer Leaders! This one day course is designed to provide an overview of economic development issues, programs and activities. The instructors are economic development professionals with expertise in the topic presented. 

 

Wednesday, June 24, 2009 

8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

Northwest State Community College Auditorium 

22600 State Route 34, Archbold, OH 43502 

 

Registration is $50 for OEDA Members and $75 for Non-members. Northwest State students may register at a discounted rate of $25. (Lunch is included with registration). 

Click HERE for the flyer which includes the agenda and more information. 

 

For secured online registration, CLICK HERE! You may pay via credit card, check or P.O, as well as print invoices, via our online system. 

 


OEDA Membership
If you have not renewed your membership to the Ohio Economic Development Association, please do so now by clicking here or going to www.ohioeda.com and then to Membership. We need your support! 

 


OEDA on Linked In 
Stay current with your fellow economic developers across the State by joining the Ohio Economic Development Association's Linked In Group. You can find us by going to www.linkedin.com and searching for the Ohio Economic Development Association under groups. Join Us! 

 


Ohio's Prevailing Wage Guidelines 
The OEDA held a number of meetings across the State in May to provide information on the impacts of the Department of Commerce's prevailing wage guidelines and to gather input from economic developers on the effects of the guidelines on projects in their area. Thanks to the Northeast Ohio City Managers Association, the I 70/75 Development Association and the Mid Ohio Development Exchange, the Columbus Chamber of Commerce and the City of Dublin for including us and hosting these discussions. Unfortunately, the participants at these discussions report that the Guidelines continue to have a very negative impact on brownfield projects, on projects that use State and/or local incentives and on tax increment financing projects. Department of Commerce Director Zurz held two meetings of her working group that has been established to develop Rules to take the place of the Guidelines but the State budget negotiations have delayed these activities. 

 


Ohio Stimulus Summit
The OEDA and the Ohio Economic Development Leadership Council hosted the Ohio Stimulus Summit on May 7th. Thanks go out to the Leadership Council members and to our ten presenters who did an excellent job on updating the participants on the Federal stimulus funding programs and the Ohio Jobs Bill Programs. For an overview of the federal Stimulus Package,  click here to view the IEDC Package Analysis. 

 


Team Ohio Golf Outing - June 16th at Bent Tree Golf Course 
Deadline to register is this Friday, June 5th! 
Register today for the Fifth Annual Team Ohio Golf Outing! Click here for full details and to register! You can also visit www.ohioeda.com - Calendar page for June 16th. 

"Sell the Benefit – Are you Positioning Your Location's Assets In The Right Way?" from Matt McQuade, Ohio Business Development Coalition 
In April, approximately 50 Ohio economic development professionals attended a tradeshow sales training session in Columbus. This group included individuals that would be part of the Ohio delegation to the WINDPOWER, Bio International, CoreNET, and International Plastics shows. The training session focused on refining the typical sales approach to better demonstrate to a prospect why an Ohio asset is relevant and beneficial to them. Given that all of Ohio's economic development community has not had the chance to learn this technique, this article is details an overview of the process. Click here to read the full article.
2008 Salary Survey of Economic Development Professionals 
The 2008 IEDC Salary Survey is now available for purchase at the IEDC website at www.iedconline.org. We are pleased that so many OEDA members participated which should provide a very accurate sample of wages and benefits paid to economic developers in Ohio. The price for those who participated in the survey is $132. The IEDC member price is $157 and the non-IEDC member price is $232. 

 


Business Retention and Expansion
The IEDC and the Ohio Department of Development will be holding their two-day Business Retention and Expansion Course at the Hyatt Regency in Columbus on June 11th and 12th. The course highlights- 

· Establishing and organizing a BRE program 

· Creating effective models for business visitations and surveys 

· Tracking feedback and response 

· Fostering and strengthening business alliances 

To register, go the IEDC website at www.iedconline.org. 

 


Lorain County Community College to be Pilot Site for Manufacturing Training
WASHINGTON, D.C., May 27, 2009 - The Manufacturing Institute (MI) has been awarded a $1.5-million grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to comprehensively plan and implement postsecondary education programs that include the National Association of Manufacturers (NAM)-Endorsed Manufacturing Skills Certification System. These integrated educational programs in community colleges will prepare students, particularly low-income young adults and transitioning workers, with entry-level skills necessary to succeed in advanced manufacturing careers. Leading community colleges in North Carolina (Forsyth Technical Community College), Ohio (Lorain County Community College), Texas (Alamo Colleges) and Washington (Shoreline Community College) will be the first to implement the Manufacturing Skills Certification System. 

 


An Overview of the New Labor Laws of the Obama Administration 
A recent article in Human Resource Executive Online - The nation's most powerful employment attorneys for 2009 tell you what they see on the horizon from the Obama administration, and what you need to do. Click here to read the full article. 

 


Using WIA Funds for Workforce Development in Support of Economic Development
During a recent Board meeting, several Board members asked Lisa Arend, the Director of Economic Development of Fulton County to forward the Department of Labor's Guidelines for using WIA Funds in support of Economic Development. We thought this might be of interest to the OEDA membership - click here.. 
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